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repare the Way of the Lord  
The Advent and Christmas seasons 

are so full of human activity that 

we can begin to think that all the 

ñto-doò about the seasons is really about what we do. 

We put up the decorations. We do the shopping. We 

do the cooking, cleaning, party planning, and 

wrapping of presents. We take our children to the 

Christmas pageant rehearsal. We make the angel, 

shepherd and sheep costumes that are required. 

There is nothing wrong with doing all these 

things, but we run the risk of forgetting why we do 

them and letting what we do grab the center stage 

spotlight in our own little Christmas pageants. 

Advent is a time to prepare, to get ready. But the 

focus of the preparation is on our hearts. It is a time 

for watchfulness, reflection, and repentance. Advent 

is a corporate spiritual journey that calls for 

expectant waiting and readiness for the coming of 

Christ. When we as a church travel this journey and 

treat it as a discipline of life and prayer, the joy of 

Christmas is immeasurably intensified. 

P The word advent means ñcoming.ò During 

Advent, we celebrate the coming of Christ at 

Bethlehem, his coming into our hearts, and his 

second coming. For four weeks before Christmas, 

our worship calls us into a time to wait for the 

coming of the Lord. This sense of expectation is well 

expressed in this passage from the litany of the 

Moravian Church: 

 

 Lord, for Thy coming us prepare; 

 May we, to meet Thee without fear, 

 At all times ready be; 

 In faith and love preserve us sound; 

 O let us day and night be found 

 Waiting with joy to welcome Thee. 
  

So as we are busy 

preparing for Christmas, 

let us pause and take 

t ime to prepare our 

hearts for the coming of 

our Lord. 
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All Church Advent Workshop  

Sunday, December 2  

Immediately Following Worship  

 

p  Advent Wreath Making 

p  Youth Wreath Sale 

p  Decorate your door wreath 

p  Learn about and make Chrismons to help decorate 

the Fellowship Hall Christmas Tree 

p  Childrenôs Activities 

p  Light lunch to follow activities 

p  Childrenôs Choirs rehearse at 10:30 then join us 

p  Singing Christmas Carols 

Highlights of December  

Sunday Worship Services  

 

December 2ðFirst Sunday in Adventð

Intergenerational Service 

Sermon Theme:  Maryôs Story 

 

December 9ðSecond Sunday in Advent 

Sermon Theme:  Josephôs Story 

 

December 16ðThird Sunday in Advent 

Sermon Theme:  The Shepherdsô Story 

 

December 23ðFourth Sunday in Advent 

Children and Youth Christmas Play 

Gifts of Love Toy Collection  

Sunday, December 9  

Sponsored by Board of World Ministries  

 

Please bring an unwrapped toy (or two!) to 

donate to a child in need on Sunday, December 9.  

The Board of World Ministries will be hosting a 

special coffee hour that day and will gather and pack 

up the toys to bring to the Department of Social 

Services Office in Lynn.  We will also have boxes in 

the church office if you wish to drop off your 

donation during the week between now and 

December 7. Letôs help brighten some childrenôs 

holidays! 

 Drummer Boy Fair  

 Saturday, December 1  

9:00 am - 2:00 pm  

  

Coffee and Donuts 

Holiday Gifts - Books - Plants - Knit Items 

 Jewelry - Angels & Crafts - White Elephants 

Christmas Greens 

Luncheon ï Served between 11:30 am ï 2:00 pm 

Board of Worship and Music Announces  
 

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule  
 

The Board of Worship and Music is planning the 

following worship schedule for Christmas Eve: 
 

7:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols 

The traditional service of Christmas readings and 

carols with music by our Chancel Choir and brass 

ensemble, suitable for the entire family. A childrenôs 

message will be included. 
 

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion 

A beautiful service with communion (open to 

people of all denominations),  music by harp and 

vocal ensembles, and a candlelit singing of Silent 

Night. 
 

Please note the time changes from last year. Last 

year Christmas Eve was on a Sunday and the 

Childrenôs Service was held at 9:30AM on Sunday 

morning. This year Christmas Eve is on a Monday. 

After polling the parents of children in our church, 

the decision was made to have the traditional Youth 

and Childrenôs Play or Pageant along with Childrenôs 

Choirs during the 4th Sunday in Advent service on 

Sunday, December 23 at 9:30AM. Consequently, 

there will only be two services on Christmas Eve: 

7PM and 10PM. These service times were decided 

after consultation with the choir, the parents with 

children and some members who typically attend the 

later service. The 7PM service will include a 

childrenôs sermon and families with children are 

urged to attend this service on Christmas Eve. 


