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Prepare the Way of the Lord
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The Advent and Christmas seasons The wordadventme ans @A comi ng.
are so full of human activity that Advent, we celebrate the coming of Christ at
we can begin to think that all the Bethlehem, his coming into our hearts, and his
fitdood about the seaweds secondiicanang. For foarbveaks befara €hristmas,
We put up the decoration®edo the shoppingWe our worship calls us into a time to wait for the
do the cooking, cleaning, party planning, andcoming of the Lord. This sense of expectation is well
wrapping of presentsNe take our children to the expressed in this passage from the litany of the
Christmas pageant rehears®#e make the angel, Moravian Church:
shepherd and sheep costumes that are required.
There is nothing wrong with doing all these
things, but we run the risk of forgettimghy we do
them and lettingvhat we do grab the center stage
spotlight in our own little Christmas pageants.
Advent is a time to prepare, to get ready. But the
focus of the preparation is on our hearts. It is a time
for watchfulness, reflection, and repentance. Advent So as we are busy
is a corporate spiritual journey that calls forpreparing for Christmas,
expectant waiting and readiness for the coming ofet us pause and take *

Lord, for Thy coming us prepare;
May we, to meet Thee without fear,
At all times ready be;

In faith and love preserve us sound;
O let us day and night be found
Waiting with joy to welcome Thee.

Christ. When we as a church travel this journey andime to prepare our
treat it as a discipline of life and prayer, the joy ofhearts for the coming of

Christmas is immeasurably intensified. our Lord. @/@/ ‘
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Highlights of December
Sunday Worship Services

December ® First Sunday in Adventd
Intergenerational Service
Sermon ThemeMar yds Story
Board of Worship and Music Announces
Christmas Eve Worship Schedule December & Sgcond SundayAln Advent
Sermon ThemeJ osephds Story
The Board of Worship and Music is planning the
following worship schedule for Christmas Eve: December 1@ Third Sunday in Advent

7:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols Sermon ThemeT he Shepherdsé Sto

The traditional service of Christmas readings anigecember 23 Fourth Sunday in Advent

carols with music by our Chancel Choir and brass,, . )
rHIderen %nﬁ ¥OIUtII‘J Ceh”S%mgsmPilaY y. A chil

ensembl e, suitable for
message will be included.

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion
A beautiful service with communion (open to

people of all denominationgyusic by harp and All Church Advent Workshop
vocal ensembles, and a candlelit singing of Silent Sunday, December 2
Night. Immediately Following Worship

Please note the time changes from last year. Lag agvent Wreath Making

year Christmas Eve was on a Sunday and thEh YolutGWreaawS e SOAM on Sunday

Chil drendés Service was IS ¢ door o
morning. This year Christmas Eve is on a Monday.p ecorate your door wrea

After polling the parents of children in our church, P Learn about and make Chrismons to help decorate
the decision was made to have the traditional Youth the Fellowship Hall Christmas Tree
and Childrends Play or P&dddmltr eqiddn ACcwil tvh tCreisl dr
Choirs during the 4 Sunday in Advent service on p Light lunch to follow activities
Sunday, December 23 at 9:30AM. Consequentlyp Childrendéds Choirs rehear
there will only be two services on Christmas Eve:p singing Christmas Carols
7PM and 10PM. These service times were decided
after consultation with the choir, the parents with
children and some members who typically attend the
later service. The 7PM service will include a ) )
childrends sermon and f anfifisofdlove foyCollection | dr en a
urged to attend this service on Christmas Eve. Sunday, December 9

Sponsored by Board of World Ministries

Drummer Boy Fair Please bring amnwrappedtoy (or two!) to
Saturday, December 1 donate to a child in need on Sunday, December 9.

The Board of World Ministries will be hosting a

9:00 am - 2:00 pm special coffee hour that day and will gather and pack
up the toys to bring to the Department of Social
_ Coffee and Donuts Services Office in Lynn. We will also have boxes in
Holiday Gifts- Books- Plants- Knit Items the church office if you wish to drop off your
Jewelry- Angels & Crafts- White Elephants donation during the week between now and
Christmas Greens December 7. Letodos help b

Luncheoni Served between 11:30 &n®:00 pm holidays!
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